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Aiming for Fairtrade Town status
About 20 people came along on 24th February for an inaugural meeting of the Fairtrade Bonnyrigg, 
Lasswade and Poltonhall steering group. Amongst those present were representatives from 
Lasswade High School and all the primary schools in the area, as well as St Leonard’s Episcopal 
Church, which has been a Fairtrade church for about three years.
The group has the full backing of both Bonnyrigg & Lasswade and Poltonhall & District community 

councils as well as Lasswade District Civic Society, and is working alongside Fair Trade Midlothian, which is aiming to achieve 
zone status for the whole of Midlothian.
Chair of the steering group, Ian Baxter, and local resident and chair of the Scottish Fair 
Trade Forum Martin Meteyard, have just completed a tour of all the local primary 
schools,  giving a talk as well as showing the pupils a film on how Fairtrade footballs are 
making a difference to lives in Pakistan.
Meanwhile, Lasswade High School’s Eco group has begun the task of interviewing retail 
outlets in the town to ask if they sell or use Fairtrade products or would be willing to do 
so in the future. The local schools organised special activities for Fair Trade Fortnight 
during the last week of February and the first week in March, when the Bonnyrigg Co-
operative store had a special display of Fairtrade products on offer.
Lasswade Primary has also set up a Fairtrade tuck shop as part of the school’s bid to 
become an official Fairtrade school. Teacher Chris Rae said, "Our journey towards 
becoming a Fairtrade school has been a really positive one. It is much more than just an 
award for our school. It has provided the children with a really interesting and 
meaningful context for learning". There are also plans to produce a Fairtrade cookbook at the school.
Martin Meteyard said, “I have been really excited by the response we've had from local schools.  Children really seem to get the 
Fairtrade message - they just know it's the right thing to do. Getting Fairtrade Town status will set the seal on that, and take us 
one step nearer to Scotland becoming a Fair Trade Nation in 2012."

Robert Samson and Andrew 
Marr, S6 students from Lasswade 

High School’s Eco group

!

Spring clean-up
Once again we were treated to warm sunshine for our annual clean-up, which this year 
took place on Saturday 30th April. We decided to tackle the walkway/cycleway from 
the new Health Centre, leading behind new Eldindean towards Eskbank. Although the 
route seemed surprisingly clear of litter at first, we managed to collect over a dozen 
bags of recyclable and general rubbish in two hours. Our thanks once again to Willie 
Reid from Midlothian Council who supplied us with litter pickers and bags, and came 
along to uplift the rubbish afterwards.
Among the more interesting items we found were a large tarpaulin and five Tesco 
trolleys, which we used to help carry the rubbish and which we then delivered safely 
back to Tesco’s at Hardengreen!Cleaning up the walkway



Report on last year’s activities
This has been a busy year for the community council, with 
heavy involvement in the later stages of consultation on the 
new Lasswade High School and the impact on library 
services.

In April we held the second of our now annual Spring 
Clean-ups, concentrating on the lower end of Cockpen 
Road and Cockpen cemetery. 18 bags of recyclable materials 
and general rubbish were collected in two hours, helped by 
members of the public who came along on a warm Spring 
morning.

In September, a delegation of community councillors was 
shown round the new community hospital ahead of its 
opening, impressed by the quality of the building and the 
new facilities within.

In February an inaugural meeting of the Bonnyrigg, 
Lasswade and Poltonhall Fairtrade Town group was held, 
attracting around 20 people (see lead article). Our popular 
community council newsletter continues to attract 
advertisers and sponsors, with costs now more than 
covered by income from advertising. 

The year ended on a sad note with the death of George 
Birrell who was a member of this community council over 
the last four years.

Best regards,

Ian Baxter
Chairman
Bonnyrigg & Lasswade
Community  Council

Bonnyrigg After-school club
Thanks to a grant from Midlothian Council Small Projects 
Regeneration Fund of £1000, children at the Bonnyrigg 
After-School Club are enjoying a drama workshop every 
Friday at their Poltonhall Satellite Club from Friday 6th May 
2011 until the end of the school Summer Term.

Anne Elliot, the Manager of Bonnyrigg After School Club, 
said, “The grant will be used for 15 weeks and for funding 
drama materials, with the drama sessions provided by Stina 
Sparkles.”

For more details contact Anne Elliot on 07908970153 or email 
her at anneelliotbasc@gmail.com. The session from 2pm – 
4pm will be open to local children. However, there are 
limited spaces available.

George Birrell
The community council was saddened to learn of the 
death of George Birrell, one of our members, in February. 
George was a regular attender over the past four years 
and enthusiastically contributed to discussions at our 
meetings.

We extend our sympathies to his wife Bridgett and his 
family.

Bonnyrigg Rose Under 11s
In April, Bonnyrigg Rose Under 11s competed once again in 
a tournament in Belgium which has become an annual event 
for the team for a number of years. 

The team funds the trip with fundraising events held over 
the last year, including sponsored walks and bag packing.

Help was also provided by Stevie Russell of their new 
sponsors, Bonnyrigg Electrical Services, who provided the 
team’s new kit.

Bonnyrigg Rose Under 11 team

Bonnyrigg After School Club children enjoying 
a day of drama at their Easter Playscheme



Focus on ...

... 14th Midlothian Bonnyrigg Scout Group
Bonnyrigg Scout Group recently held their Group Camp at Fordell Firs, Scottish Scout HQ near 
Dunfermline. All Beavers, Cubs and Scouts attended with leaders and some parents and 
learned new skills and took part in exciting new activities. They had a fantastic weekend 
despite the weather and are looking forward to their next camp to celebrate their 100th 
anniversary next year.

Bonnyrigg Scouts achieve National Awards

Bonnyrigg Scouts are the first Scout group in Midlothian to achieve the Zodiac award 
- an award that requires commitment to scouting all year round. The Bronze award 
has now been awarded to 11 scouts and recently 3 of them have reached Silver. To 
attain this award they have had to camp under canvas, in a Bivvi or a basic bothy for 
at least one night a month for bronze (9 for silver) whilst fulfilling challenges ranging 
from camping on water to six foot above ground, with Cubs and Explorer scouts to a 
camp at less than 0 degrees! They have found themselves in snow near Peebles, in 
Castle grounds at Culzean and in Bivvies in the local woods,. This year they will be in 
the English Lakes and sleeping in an old quarry as some of the Scouts start on the 
Gold Zodiac award whilst completing their Gold Chief Scouts award - fancy joining 
them?

Group Scout Leader Fiona Renton says, “Our Scout Group is growing and is very healthy now. If you can spare a couple of 
hours a week to help or start a new section please contact me through our website at Midlothianscouts.com or email 
Fiona@midlothianscouts.com”

Bonnyrigg Scout Hall

Bonnyrigg & Lasswade Community Council meets on the third Thursday every 
month except July and December in the Pavilion, King George V Park, Bonnyrigg, 
starting at 7.30 pm.
Meetings are open to the public and minutes are available from our web site.
All residents living within our boundaries over 16 are eligible to join the community 
council (if you received this newsletter then you are within the boundaries).
Why not come along? At our meetings we discuss local issues including Planning and 
Transport as well as major developments like the new Lasswade High School and the 
Midlothian Community Hospital. We hear reports from the Police and Local 
Councillors, and updates on Twinning, Fair Trade and other initiatives.

Forthcoming meetingsBonnyrigg & Lasswade Community Council meets on the third Thursday every 
month except July and December in the Pavilion, King George V Park, Bonnyrigg, 
starting at 7.30 pm.
Meetings are open to the public and minutes are available from our web site.
All residents living within our boundaries over 16 are eligible to join the community 
council (if you received this newsletter then you are within the boundaries).
Why not come along? At our meetings we discuss local issues including Planning and 
Transport as well as major developments like the new Lasswade High School and the 
Midlothian Community Hospital. We hear reports from the Police and Local 
Councillors, and updates on Twinning, Fair Trade and other initiatives.

Thursday 16th June

Bonnyrigg & Lasswade Community Council meets on the third Thursday every 
month except July and December in the Pavilion, King George V Park, Bonnyrigg, 
starting at 7.30 pm.
Meetings are open to the public and minutes are available from our web site.
All residents living within our boundaries over 16 are eligible to join the community 
council (if you received this newsletter then you are within the boundaries).
Why not come along? At our meetings we discuss local issues including Planning and 
Transport as well as major developments like the new Lasswade High School and the 
Midlothian Community Hospital. We hear reports from the Police and Local 
Councillors, and updates on Twinning, Fair Trade and other initiatives.

Thursday 18th August

Bonnyrigg & Lasswade Community Council meets on the third Thursday every 
month except July and December in the Pavilion, King George V Park, Bonnyrigg, 
starting at 7.30 pm.
Meetings are open to the public and minutes are available from our web site.
All residents living within our boundaries over 16 are eligible to join the community 
council (if you received this newsletter then you are within the boundaries).
Why not come along? At our meetings we discuss local issues including Planning and 
Transport as well as major developments like the new Lasswade High School and the 
Midlothian Community Hospital. We hear reports from the Police and Local 
Councillors, and updates on Twinning, Fair Trade and other initiatives.

Thursday 15th September

Bonnyrigg & Lasswade Community Council meets on the third Thursday every 
month except July and December in the Pavilion, King George V Park, Bonnyrigg, 
starting at 7.30 pm.
Meetings are open to the public and minutes are available from our web site.
All residents living within our boundaries over 16 are eligible to join the community 
council (if you received this newsletter then you are within the boundaries).
Why not come along? At our meetings we discuss local issues including Planning and 
Transport as well as major developments like the new Lasswade High School and the 
Midlothian Community Hospital. We hear reports from the Police and Local 
Councillors, and updates on Twinning, Fair Trade and other initiatives.

Thursday 20th October

Bonnyrigg & Lasswade Community Council meets on the third Thursday every 
month except July and December in the Pavilion, King George V Park, Bonnyrigg, 
starting at 7.30 pm.
Meetings are open to the public and minutes are available from our web site.
All residents living within our boundaries over 16 are eligible to join the community 
council (if you received this newsletter then you are within the boundaries).
Why not come along? At our meetings we discuss local issues including Planning and 
Transport as well as major developments like the new Lasswade High School and the 
Midlothian Community Hospital. We hear reports from the Police and Local 
Councillors, and updates on Twinning, Fair Trade and other initiatives. Thursday 17th November

Community Council AGM
The following office bearers were elected at the AGM, held 
in March -

Chair - Ian Baxter
Vice-Chair - Dorothy Innes
Secretary - Stewart Renwick
Treasurer - Elaine Ferguson
Planning Officer - Brian Scott
Midlothian Federation of CCs Reps - Gilbert and Ruth Scott
Other members - Cam Scott, Eddie Ramsay

We currently have a number of vacancies for members.

Help us to deliver!
Getting our newsletter out to over 4,500 households in Bonnyrigg and Lasswade is no easy task. Can you 
spare an hour or two every 6 months to help us? You can deliver as many or as few as you feel you can 
manage and  delivery is normally over a two month period.

If so, please get in touch and we’ll drop off a bundle for you to deliver to a few streets in your area.

MagazinesGreetings Cards
Newspaper delivery

Lottery
Stationery

Soft drinks and groceries

53 High 
Street, 

Bonnyrigg
663 0906



O u r  s p o n s o r s

We would like to thank the following local shops and businesses for their support

Hair For You
14/16 Dundas Street, 

Bonnyrigg
0131 454 0240

Sunsational
Tanning Salon

Lose Weight ... Tone up
6 Lothian Street

Bonnyrigg
0131 660 0222

Gordon Veterinary 
Group

8 High St, Bonnyrigg
0131 660 3370 (24 hours)

Baxter Travel
4 High Street, Bonnyrigg

0131 663 1389

Bonnyrigg News
Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg

0131 663 9152

Home News deliveries 
mornings and evenings

Macbeth Currie
Solicitors - Estate Agents - 

Financial Advisers
72 High St, Bonnyrigg

0131 654 9995

Lenaghen Roofing 
Services Ltd

 101 High St, Bonnyrigg
0131 663 8480/7670

Zizzors
Hair & Beauty

34 Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg
0131 660 3916

Aytoun Fine Meats
36/40 High Street, 

Bonnyrigg
0131 663 0221

Andrew Knowles & 
Son Ltd

Painters, decorators & 
suppliers of wallcoverings
70 High Street, Bonnyrigg

0131 663 7910

MarshallÕs
The Jewellers

Retail & Repairs
11 High St, Bonnyrigg

0131 663 7787

W Byers
For all your hardware needs

18 Dundas  Street, 
Bonnyrigg

0131 663 8686

Bonnyrigg Flowers
4 Campview Road

Bonnyrigg
0131 654 9268

www.bonnyriggflowers.co.uk

Stuart & Stuart WS
 7 High St, Bonnyrigg

0131 663 7135
Full range of estate agency 

legal services available

Baguette Express
22 Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg

0131 660 9240

Phone orders taken
Outside catering available

The Mortgage and 
Finance Co

52 High Street, Bonnyrigg
0131 654 9941

Bonnyrigg Electrical
Services

Domestic and Commercial 
Installations

Unit 1, 101 High Street, 
Bonnyrigg

0131 660 3342

Broomieknowe
Golf Club

Golf and Social 
memberships available

Restaurant and lounge with 
entertainments programme

0131 663 9317

Pentland Locksmiths
All types of Lock

and Doors Repaired 

0131 663 8003

pentlandlocksmiths.co.uk

Cheque Centre
Cheque cashing, foreign 

currency and pay day loans
25A High St, Bonnyrigg

0131 663 1962

LauraÕs New Image
Hairdresser/Barber

10 Lothian St, Bonnyrigg
0131 663 9231

Top Dog Grooming

Professional dog groomer
2A Lothian St, Bonnyrigg

0131 663 4247

Plan It and Prosper
Independent Financial 

Advisers (LLP)
2 Campview Road, Bonnyrigg

0131 654 1983

To advertise in future issues or sponsor us
(min £10 donation)

Contact us for details - Telephone 663 4294 
or email bonnyriggandlasswade@mac.com

Produced by Bonnyrigg & Lasswade Community Council
Edited by Ian Baxter 0131 663 4294 email: bonnyriggandlasswade@mac.com

Printed by Abbey Print, Units 10/11, Mayfield Industrial Estate, Dalkeith, Midlothian (Tel 0131 454 0200)

Brown Optometrists
Free contact lens trial

 41 High St, Bonnyrigg
0131 663 8818

brownopticians.co.uk

HEADRUSH
23 High Street

Bonnyrigg
0131 561 9599

headrush-hairdressing.co.uk

K. C. Kitchens
Full Design & Installation

Door & Worktop 
Replacement

Unit 2/101 High St,Bonnyrigg
0131 654 9736


